Integrated Science
Class Policies and Procedures

2015-2016

Instructor:

Katie Flack 
E-mail:
katie.flack@hak12.org 
Website:             
www.hasdhawks.org/webpages/kflack/
Room:


20




Course Description:
This integrated science course is an introduction to science at the high school level.  The course is separated into three 12 week units.  Unit I is an inquiry-based skills set unit, which helps prepare our ninth grade students for this as well as future science courses.  This unit will include how to work in a formal lab setting, how to write a lab report, using proper measurement within a lab, dimensional analysis, scientific notation, detailed graphing, and communication of results from experiments.  Unit II will focus on basic Chemistry as well as Biochemistry.  This part of the course is an introduction to the Biology course that students must in their sophomore year and the chemistry course that they are recommended for their junior year.  Unit III focuses on a branch of Biology called Ecology, which studies the interactions between living and non-living parts of our world.  This portion of the course is essential to the Biology Keystone Exam that students must take upon completion of Biology I and need as requirement for graduation. 
Required Course Supplies:
· Binder (Can be combined with other subject, but should have its own section)
· Composition (marble or any design) notebook
· Blue or black pens and pencils
· Some lined paper 
· Agenda Book 
· Computer

Learning Objectives/Outcomes:
Our goal:  To strengthen students understanding of science within a laboratory setting, teach students the skills they will need in future science courses and prepare them for our State Keystone Exam in Biology.
Classroom Expectations and Procedures:
 Expectations:
· All students are expected to be alert and focused in class.  
· Come to class with all materials needed and ready to learn.
· To be respectful toward teachers, peers, and oneself.
In addition, district policies on tardiness, attendance, dress code, cutting classes, and cheating will be strictly followed.  School rules will be enforced. If we abide by the same rules and regulations and promote mutual respect we will enjoy ourselves!
Science Notebook/Binder:
Science Binder will be used to hold notes, readings, and classwork.  These binders should be brought to class daily.
Science Notebooks will be set up to replicate a working science notebook.  These notebooks will be kept neat and precise during observational work, lab work, or during research projects.
Discipline, Academic Integrity, Lateness, Class cutting:
Miss Flack will be following all school policies for missing assignments, disciplinary, academic integrity, lateness and class cutting.
Grading:
A variety of factors and a number of assessment strategies are used to determine the level of student achievement.  Some examples of assessment strategies used are tests, quizzes, binder check, lab reports, homework and class participation.  Grades are calculated on a percentage based of the total points accumulated from all work during that quarter.
***Example:  a total of ten assignments have been given out totaling 100pts (10 pts each). You completed 9 out 10 assignments and accumulated 85 points from those that were completed. Your grade is calculated at 85/100 = .85 *100 = 85%

Attendance:

Each student is expected to attend school regularly.  If attendance becomes an issue, an email will be sent home and to the guidance office. If you are absent, you must supply a legal excuse slip to the attendance office.  
IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO OBTAIN MAKE-UP WORK.  MAKE-UP WORK CAN FOUND ON THE “WHILE YOU WERE OUT” BOARD.  ***Students will have the same number of days to make up work as the number of days that they were absent.  If student will be out for extended periods of time, please contact Miss Flack before leaving or email me to make me aware.
Extra Help:
Extra help is available on certain days of the week after school, please take advantage of this!  Please make arrangements with the teacher prior to coming in early or staying after school.   
After school time is limited due to coaching. 
Days available in the 2015-2016 school year for after school extra help/makeup labs/ makeup assessments:  Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
How can parents/guardians help:
· Check homework assignments on google calendar on website
· Check homework
· Encourage assignment completion

· Provide help with assignments
· Study together

· Review concepts and read together

· Encourage student to stay for extra help if additional assistance is needed

· Be positive!

· Team up with teachers!

Overall, remember that our primary goal is for everyone to succeed and to have a productive, challenging, and fun year in Integrated Science.  Students who struggle to follow through with these policies will be removed from some or all activities of the course depending on the situation. If there are ever any questions or concerns please call at 610-562-2241 ext. 2120 after school hours or email to katie.flack@hak12.org or katfla@hasdhawks.org.  Email is usually the best way to contact me.  
I have read and understand Miss Flack’s Integrated Science policies for the 2015 – 2016 school year. 
Please return this signed by student and guardian by August 31, 2015.
Student Name (Print)  _______________________________________________________________________
Student Signature/Date:

Guardian name (Print) _________________________________________________________________________

Guardian Signature/Date:
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