Title I Communication Packet
Frequently Asked Questions about Title I 
Your child has been selected to receive supplemental reading instruction through Title I.  We know that you may have questions about the program.  Below are questions that are frequently asked.   Please feel free to contact your child’s Reading Specialist with any additional concerns or questions.  We ask that you please sign and date the last page of this letter and return it to your child’s homeroom teacher.  This packet can remain at home for future reference.    
What exactly is Title I?
· Title I is a supplemental reading program funded by the Federal government.  Eligibility for Title I services is based solely on a child’s reading skill and ability.  
· Your child does not need an IEP (Individualized Education Plan) nor is Title I a Learning Support program. Title I eligibility is not based on IQ or disability.   Any student in the district can receive Title I support. 
·  Title I instruction is in addition to your child’s reading instruction in the classroom and will not take the place of classroom reading instruction (Title I supplements but does not supplant regular classroom reading instruction.)
How was my child selected to receive additional Title I support?
Eligibility for Title I services is based on AIMSweb reading assessments, Reading Mastery placements, and recommendations from your child’s teacher.  
*Please see attached Criteria Used to Determine Title I Students for the specifics for each grade.
· AIMSweb Benchmark Assessements are administered three times per year. These assessments are on your child’s grade level, not necessarily on your child’s reading level.  

· Kindergarten AIMSweb assessments Letter Naming Fluency (assesses alphabetic knowledge); Letter Sound Fluency; Phonemic Segmentation Fluency (assesses phonemic awareness skills.) 
· First Grade AIMSweb assessments include Letter Naming Fluency; Letter Sound Fluency; Phonemic Segmentation Fluency (assesses phonemic awareness skills); Nonsense Word Fluency (assesses knowledge of phonics.)

· Second through Fifth Grade AIMSweb assessments include reading fluency (words per minute), reading accuracy, and comprehension.  Fluency (how quickly and smoothly a child reads) is directly linked to comprehension.  Accuracy demonstrates a student’s automatic decoding capability.  (Please see fluency chart included.)  
· A score on any grade level AIMSweb that is in the benchmark range means the student is reading on grade level; a score in the strategic range means the student has some skill deficits but may or may not be reading on grade level and may or may not need supplemental reading instruction; a score in the intensive range means the child has difficulty in one or more skill areas and will need some form of supplemental reading instruction.  

· Reading Mastery placement is used to determine if the child may need supplemental reading instruction.  If a child has not placed into a grade level program, and their AIMSweb score is in the intensive range, they will receive supplemental reading instruction through Title I services.  
· Teacher Recommendation Title I teachers work closely with all classroom teachers and often use teacher recommendations along with AIMSweb and Reading Mastery placements in determining who will receive additional reading support.   
Do Title I Reading Specialists work with all students or just Title I students?
· While your child was selected to receive Title I services in accordance with AIMSweb assessments and Reading Mastery placements, the Reading Specialists work with all students.  We may include students who have similar reading issues as the Title I students but do not qualify for Title I due to AIMSweb scores or Reading Mastery placements.  Students with deficits in fluency, accuracy, or comprehension, regardless of Title I placement, may be included in supplemental instruction groups. 
· Some of the services provided by Title I Reading Specialists are:

· Fluency practice (often one of the major signifiers for Title I services.)

· Small group, more individualized instruction (our supplemental reading groups contain no more than six students.)
· Targeted instruction in the skill area where the student is struggling.
· Review or preview of lessons to ensure mastery of skills.   
Is my child assessed more than three times per year to insure he/she is gaining skills?
· Title I students as well as any student who does not assess in the benchmark range on AIMSweb will be progress monitored monthly.  All progress monitoring is done on reading level, not on grade level.  Progress monitoring on reading level allows us to see growth of skills and helps us determine placement into reading groups and reading levels within the Reading Mastery program.  
Will I receive Progress Reports from the Reading Specialists?   
· Title I will send progress reports home at the end of the second quarter and at the end of the final quarter of school.  The reports will inform you of what your child is accomplishing within the Title I reading program and will reflect skill growth at your child’s reading level not necessarily your child’s grade level.  
· Title I teachers are also available at each of the Parent/Teacher conference nights.  Before or after meeting with your child’s teacher, please feel free to come and see the Reading Specialists with any concerns or questions.  
Can I receive information more than twice a year?

· If you have any concerns or questions regarding your child’s progress in Title I please feel free to contact your child’s Reading Specialist, either by phone or email. 
Will my child be pulled out of class for Title I?

· Your child will attend Title I class during the daily RtI time (Response to Intervention.)  All students in each grade level will be participating in RtI and may leave their classrooms to attend RtI in a different classroom.  You child will not miss a subject during this time.   
How often will my child see the Title I Reading Specialist?

· Your child will see a Reading Specialist, on average, for 30 minutes each day.  
Can my child be released from Title I services during the year?

· Most Title I students remain in Title I groups throughout the school year.  Reading skills are learned over time and it takes time to acquire automaticity in these new skills.  We need to ensure that our students have embedded these skills and that these skills are being utilized over all subject areas.  If your child is being released from Title I services, you will receive notification.  (However, end-of-year Title I Assessments will still need to be administered.)
*               *                  *

We hope this letter answers some of your questions.  If you have additional questions or concerns, please feel free to contact your child’s Title I Reading Specialist either by phone or email.  

Title I will also be having an informative parent meeting at a later date.  More information will be coming home shortly concerning that meeting.  

Below is contact information for each of the Title I Reading Specialists.
Tilden Elementary Center Reading Specialists:

                        Miss Jill Laub                     jillau@hasdhawks.org

                        Mrs. Heidi Heberle             heiheb@hasdhawks.org

                        Mrs. Kristen Missimer        krimis@hasdhawks.org

Tilden Phone: (610) 562–0291
Perry Elementary School Reading Specialists:

                        Mrs. Tamra Adam          tamada@hasdhawks.org

Perry Phone: (610) 562-3024
~REMINDER~

Please sign and date below, cut on dotted line, and send below portion of the page to your child’s homeroom teacher.  The remainder of the packet can be kept at home for future reference.  
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I have received and read the Title I communication packet from my child’s Title I teacher.

Name: _____________________________________________

Date: ______________________________________________

